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BROOKS , MS1 LENDON & HOLDER NESS
ATTORNEY S AND COUNSELL ORS AT LAW
AUBREY L. BROOKS
LP .M~ LENDON
W H. HOLDERNESS
THORNTON H. BROOKS
NORMAN BLOCK

SOUTHEAST ERN

BUILDING

GREENS BORO , NORTH CAROLIN A

Octobe r 7, 1940

Nir . Dillard S. Gardne r, Chairm an
Commit tee on Law Librar ies and Public ations
Suprem e Court of North Carolin a
Raleig h, North Carolin a
Dear Dillard :
Please excuse my delay in answer ing your letter relative to the report of the Commit tee on Law Librar ies
and Publi cation s, but I have been out of town and have
just returne d to the office . Since I have not devoted a great deal of though t to the subjec t matter
of your letter , I natura lly can not offer anythin g of
a constr uctive nature to be include d in the report
\iliich is now in the proces s of prepar ation and which
will be publish ed in the near future . It strikes me,
howeve r, that someth ing certain ly must be done to
make the law book dollar travel a greate r distanc e,
especi ally among young lawyer s. The "Book of the
Month" Club plan might be an excell ent idea, if
practi cal from a financ ial standp oint, to stimul ate
reading among the average lawyer s of practi cal treatment of contro versia l subjec ts in law, and of proposed reform s, both in adjecti ve and substa ntive law.
I am in accord with you in your statem ent that defini te
action should be taken in re gard to the public ation of
the Code. This is a book which should be prepar ed, if
possib le, under the directi on of the Attorn ey Genera l's
office , and I do not see any reason why it should not
be printed in North Carolin a. I certain ly feel, and I
think I expres s the opinion of most of the lawyer s in
our section , that anythin g new would be an improv ement on the index which the Michie Company publish es
with the Code. If the Code is publish ed in four
volume s, it seems that it would be practi cal to bind
the book so that the annota tions could be kept up to
date yearly by way of supplem ent, withou t the necess ity
of a new Code every four years. 1Je should presen t to
the presen t Genera l Assemb ly a reques t for an adequa te
and perman ent provis ion for the Codifi cation Divisio n
of the Attorn ey Genera l's office , provide d the expens e
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of running such a division would not be too great
for such benefit as might result from it. I suggest
that further study be made in regard to this matter
between now and the time that the legislature meets
in January of next year.
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